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only use unction to preserve them from the other extreme
of weather: so well do either reason or experience supply
the place of science in savage countries.

They had no canoes, like the other Indians, nor any me-
thod of crossing the water, which was, probably, the reason
why the birds, in the adjacent islands, were so tame that
they might be taken with the hand, having never been
before frighted or molested. The great plenty of fowls
and seals, which crowded the shallows in such numbers
that they killed, at their first arrival, two hundred of them
in an hour, contributed much to the refreshment of the
English, who named the place Seal bay, from that animal.

These seals seem to be the chief food of the natives,
for the English often found raw pieces of their flesh half
eaten, and left, as they supposed, after a full meal, by the
Indians, whom they never, knew to'make use of fire, or
any art, in dressing or preparing their victuals.

Nor were their other customs less wild or uncouth than
their way of feeding; one of them having received a cap
off the general's head, and being extremely pleased, as
well with the Honour as the gift, to express his gratitude,
and confirm the alliance between them, retired to a little
distance, and thrusting an arrow into his leg, let the blood
run upon the ground, testifying, as it is probable, that he
valued Drake's .friendship above life.

Having stayed fifteen days among these friendly sa-
vages, in 47 deg. 30 min. s. lat. on June 3 they set sail
towards- the south sea, and, six days afterwards, stopped
at another little bay, to break up the Christopher. Then
passing oh, they cast anchor in another bay, not more than
twenty leagues distant from the straits of Magellan.

It was now time seriously to deliberate in what manner
they should act with regard to the Portuguese prize, which,
having been separated from them by the storm, had not
yet rejoined, them. ' To return in search of it, was suffi-
ciently mortifying; to proceed without it, was not only to
deprive themselves of a considerable part of their force,
but to expose their friends and companions, whom com-